g

-5, 2014 2014 WK E Wiz
AEFE 2014 Asia Europe Forum on Education

2014 Asia-Europe Forum on Education
2014 T R B it iE

2014 Asia-Europe Forum on Education (AEFE):
Promoting Multicultural Communication and Enhancing

Educational Internationalization

Changchun, China, 16-20 July 2014

The Asia-Europe Forum on Education (referred to as “the Forum”
thereafter), held on 16-20 July 2014 in Changchun, the People’s Republic
of China, was co-organized by the World Federation of UNESCO Clubs,
Centers and Associations (WFUCA), Asian Pacific Federation of UNESCO
Clubs, Centers and Associations (AFUCA), the European Federation of
UNESCO Clubs, Centers and Associations (EFUCA), the International
Bureau of Education (IBE), the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO,
the Chinese National Federation of UNESCO Clubs and Associations
(CNFUCA), and China Association for Non-Government Education
(CANGE). The Forum was hosted by the UNESCO World Multicultural
Education Center and Jilin HuaQiao University of Foreign Languages. It
brought together over 150 participants from all over the world, including
representatives from worldwide UNESCO Clubs and Federations,
governments, non-governmental organizations, schools and academia,
etc. The participants acknowledge the generous contribution of the

hosting organizations, assisting organizations and local organizers.

Focusing on the promotion of multicultural education and
enhancement of educational internationalization, participants of the

Forum held in-depth discussion on the indispensable role of education in
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creating multicultural societies. The participants deliberated on
conceptual as well as methodological approaches to multicultural

education and shared best practices on multicultural education.

The participants recalled some of the most important international
conventions that have underscored the importance of education and
cultural diversity and the need for a more holistic and integrated
approach to multicultural education, including “the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948)”, “the Convention on the Protection
of World Culture and Natural Heritage (1972)”, “the Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003)”, “the
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural
Expressions (2005)”, as well as a number of other relevant declarations,
statements and normative instruments adopted at international,
regional and national levels. In particular, the article 27 of the 1972
Convention is critical which states that “The States Parties to this
Convention shall endeavor by all appropriate means, and in particular by
educational and information programmes, to strengthen appreciation
and respect by their peoples of the cultural and natural heritage defined

in Articles 1 and 2 of the Convention.”

The participants reaffirmed that all cultures are equal and no
culture should be treated as a dominant culture. World civilizations are
the common heritage of the humankind and they become richer and
more colorful through mutual exchange and learning. This common
heritage is an indispensable resource for humanity and it constitutes a

unigue source of human creativity, development and renewal. Through


http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=en&pg=00006
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=en&pg=00006
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/the-convention/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/the-convention/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/the-convention/
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continuous exchanges and mutual learning human societies get energy

for human progress and development.

The participants emphasized that multiculturalism requires
intercultural dialogue and exchange on the local, regional, national or
international levels. It presupposes the existence and equitable
interaction of diverse cultures and the possibility of shared cultural

expressions through dialogue and mutual respect.

The Forum recognized the transformative role of education in
promoting social cohesion and peaceful coexistence in a rapidly changing
world where cultural, political, socio-economic and technological
developments and social upheavals challenge traditional ways of life. The
multilingual, multicultural societies of the twenty-first century should
embrace and celebrate diversity. The key challenge is how to redesign
education systems that can educate citizens for multicultural societies.
Multicultural and international education programmes that encourage
dialogue between learners of different cultures, beliefs and backgrounds
can make an important and meaningful contribution to harmonious,

inclusive, tolerant and peaceful societies.

The participants considered that in the face of mounting challenges
such as demographic shifts, migration, urbanization, environmental
degradation, disasters, climate change, increasing inequalities and
persisting poverty, there is an urgent need for new approaches, to be
defined and measured in a way which accounts for the broader picture of
human progress and which emphasize harmony among cultures and

between humans and nature, equity, dignity, well-being and
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sustainability. Education which has strong foundation in multiculturalism
and international exchange is the only possible response to such
challenges. Education institutions should produce learners who are
equipped with intercultural competence who can effectively function in
the interdependent world. We need to educate citizens who are open to
intercultural dialogue and tolerant of each other’s ways of being and
thinking. The role of multicultural education is to provide an optimal
environment for intercultural learning through intercultural
communication and dialogue. It aims at intercultural understanding and
prepares learners to adapt to, live and work in multicultural work

environments and multicultural societies.

The participants agreed to explore increased opportunities for
greater mutual exchange (inter-school/inter-university) and academic
cooperation/research. Learners should be exposed to a variety of
exchange programmes on the national, regional and international levels

so as to widen their social, historical and cultural perspectives.

The participants reaffirmed that a holistic approach to multicultural
education is needed. For effective multicultural education, learning
environment as a whole as well as key dimensions of educational
processes such as curriculum, teacher education, language of instruction,
teaching methods, human interactions and learning materials and
assessment should be re-oriented. Teachers have a role in promoting

multicultural education.

The participants agreed to collaborate through continued efforts in

promoting multicultural education and internationalization of education
4
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to help youth of different countries open their hearts to each other,
broaden their horizon and build greater understanding among them,

thus, to make further contribution to world peace and human progress.

The participants recognized the importance of international co-operation
and exchange at sub-regional, regional and global levels, involving
cooperation among countries in South-South as well as North-South, as
avenues for advancing multicultural education and education
internationalization throughout the world. The principles of international
co-operation should be based on solidarity, recognition and mutual
support. It should be based on true partnership that equitably serves the
interests of all partners. The value of sharing knowledge and know-how
across borders should govern relationships among higher education
institutions and should benefit all. Non-governmental activities in
education, science, technology and culture can be fruitful in promoting

multicultural exchanges and enhancing internationalization of education.

The participants unanimously agreed to call on governments and
policy makers to take into account the multicultural character of society,
to provide equity in public and social life, and to educate citizens who
are open to intercultural dialogue and tolerant of each other’s ways of

being and thinking.
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